Experimental infection of pigs with three dose levels of Trichuris suis.
The objective of the study was to follow the course of Trichuris suis infection in pigs given infective eggs at low (400 eggs), medium (4,000 eggs) and high inoculation dose (40,000 eggs), respectively. Interestingly, despite a 100-fold difference in dose level no significant difference was found in either blood parameters, total faecal egg excretion, fecundity or worm burdens at necropsy 12 weeks post inoculation. The highest and lowest median faecal egg output was found in the medium and high dose group, respectively. With increasing dose level, worm size, establishment and prevalence of T. suis positive pigs decreased while worms were dislocated aborally. In addition there was a highly significant correlation between female worm burden and faecal egg excretion.